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IN HER NEW BOOK,  
THE DECORATED HOME: 
LIVING WITH STYLE AND 
JOY, DESIGNER MEG BRAFF 
TAKES READERS ON A 
PERSONAL TOUR OF HER 
MOST CHERISHED  
PROJECTS THAT COMBINE 
PLAYFULNESS AND  
PRACTICALITY WITH STYLE 
AND SOPHISTICATION.
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Mississippi native and New York–based designer 
Meg Braff delights in turning a house into a 
home. Her creative and colorful approach to 
refined risk-taking has become her signature style and can be found  

in some of the nation’s most inviting dwelling places and oceanside getaways. Over 
the course of her more than 20-year career, Braff has amassed an exquisite collection 
of brilliant looks and ideas that now form the content for her first book, The Decorated 
Home: Living with Style and Joy. 

Published by Rizzoli, this coffee-table volume includes more than 200 pages of the  
author’s unique mix of wit and wonderment. “Every project is a great opportunity to be  
creative and express your style and, more importantly, your client’s style,” says the Tupelo-
born leading lady behind Meg Braff Designs and the owner of Meg Braff Antiques &  
Decoration in Locust Valley, New York. “I think you have to be willing to try new things  
and to think outside the box. It’s about what makes the most sense for the client and  
the location.” Whether she is working on a house in Maine, Texas, Jamaica, Palm Beach,  
or the Hamptons, Braff infuses each one with a different palette and personality while  
also creating a common theme. “I try to incorporate a gracious sense of Southern tradition  

into vibrant, modern homes,” explains the Vanderbilt and Parsons 
graduate. “I realized early on that this inviting philosophy translates 
well anywhere, and my designs today remain under the gentle  
influence of the South, no matter where my work takes me.”

“Meg is one of those people who immediately adds a sense of  
gaiety to a room,” says acclaimed designer Charlotte Moss, who 
penned the foreword to Braff’s book. “Her spaces are filled with bold 
patterns; bright, happy colors; and a sense of celebration. There is 
uniqueness to her process that draws from her ebullient personality.”

With stunning photographs by J. Savage Gibson, the book trans-
ports readers into the realm of visual vacation—appropriate since 
Braff specializes in second homes, private getaways, and the essence 
of relaxation. And with that comes a saturation of color and careful  
attention to personal touches. “Your home should reflect you,” she says. 
“A thoughtfully detailed house feels fresh and clean and engages all of 
your senses, as if you have the windows open and are letting life in.” 

Embracing the richness of life is part of the day-to-day routine for 
Braff, also a devoted wife and mother to four boys. She confesses that 
several chapters of the book were written from the bleachers of squash 
games. “It’s important to make time for things that matter,” she says. 
“The true purpose behind a design is to enhance and complement the 

lifestyles of the people who dwell in the spaces. I like to uncover what 
is needed in a home and add to it what is beautiful.”

Chinoiserie, bamboo, Lucite, rattan, antique chandeliers, and  
vintage brass—these are some of the elements Braff turns to time 
and again to create captivating looks. In the book, chapters showcase 
the varied ways she reimagines such pieces in rooms throughout a 
house and how she turns each space into a unique walk-in work of art. 
“Although I use a lot of color in general, when it comes to an entire 
house, I try to incorporate balance,” says the designer. “For example, 
if a dining room has bright, bold walls, then I try to move the color 
and pattern around in an adjacent room, perhaps by working it into a 
great rug on the floor, so that there is a continuity of color but also a 
place for your eye to rest.” 

In this premiere volume, Braff provides rich details to help others 
elevate their own spaces by trying new things and finding the joy  
in the process. “I walk readers through how to incorporate bold  
color without hesitation, how to mix and match intriguing patterns 
and textures that sing together, and how to layer each room with 
finishing touches that feel purposeful and full of personality,” says 
the designer. “I want you to walk out of your door every day filled 
with happiness.” 
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