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IN PURSUIT OF COLOR
Before she graduated from Vanderbilt University in Tennessee 
and moved to New York to study at Parsons School of Design, 
author Meg Braff’s design skills were already in play. Like 
many college students decorating their first place, she and 
her roommate collected a hodgepodge of secondhand pieces 
and found ways to make them their own. Meg’s favorite was 
a castoff pie safe. Channeling her Grandmother Phillips’ DIY 
spirit, she recalls, “We sanded and painted that thing and 
turned it into a TV armoire. Why I ever wanted a pie safe,  
I could not begin to tell you, but it was free and we were on a 
tight budget.” Since that first foray into the decorating world, 
Meg has established a flourishing interiors firm, developed 
several wallpaper and fabric lines, opened a decorating and 
antiques store, and penned her first design book. 

In The Decorated Home, Meg shares her recipe for a spirited 
dwelling. Color and pattern are her main ingredients; an 
eclectic eye for layering rooms adds a finishing touch that is at 
once purposeful and personable. In fact, Meg wraps up most of 
her projects once they are 85 percent complete. The Mississippi 
native likes to leave that last 15 percent for the homeowner 
to personalize the space and watch it grow over time. “Every 
room needs a little wow factor,” she says. “And to achieve a 
space where everything feels impactful and evolved, you always 
want to be looking.”

After a chapter on accessorizing rooms with personal flair, 
Meg inspires with chapters on vibrant kitchens, cheerful baths, 

and tranquil bedrooms— 
all showcasing her modern twist 
on traditional decor. Also seen 
throughout is Meg’s penchant for 
the classic look of chinoiserie—
from lacquered tables to 
painted bamboo and rattan 
furniture. “Used sparingly, 
Asian decorative elements and 
rattan add a bit of lighthearted 
whimsy and folly to a home, 
making things pretty in an old-
fashioned, welcoming way that says, ‘I like a bit of fun 
in my life,’” she explains. “I also love these elements because 
they can be serious and subtle or exaggerated and theatrical.”

Although Meg fancies herself a “do-it-yourself” kind of 
gal and shares many tips for developing a stylish abode, 
she stresses the importance of bringing in an expert. “The 
experience that any professional designer can offer to a project 
is worth its weight in gold,” she says. “Creating something 
unique to be enjoyed by your family and friends is an incredible 
opportunity. Try to make it as enjoyable as possible by working 
with a designer whose style you identify with and admire.”

Published by Rizzoli, The Decorated Home: Living with Style 
and Joy is available at booksellers nationwide.

For this designer, a welcoming and happy home begins with the right blend of bright colors and 
intriguing patterns and textures. by Mona Moore | photography by J. Savage Gibson
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