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Decorator 
Meg Braff 
energizes 
a classic 

Southampton 
getaway 

with a zippy 
palette and 

an artful edge
BY HANIYA RAE    

PHOTOGRAPHS BY TRIA GIOVAN

RADICAL 
TRAD

Mint Condition
In the living room, 

a Paris cocktail 
table by Mr. & Mrs. 
Howard for Sherrill 
Furniture is flanked 

by two Bernhardt 
armchairs covered 

in a Pindler & Pindler 
fabric. Christopher 

Spitzmiller gourd 
lamps sit atop vintage 

side tables. See 
Resources.
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color theorists even describe it as the color of rebellion. But for art 
collector clients of decorator Meg Braff, orange is anything but con-
frontational. Rather, it goes a long way to enhance and uplift their 
otherwise quiet, sun-drenched weekend home in Southampton. 
“They wanted summery colors, but nothing too beachy,” Braff says. 
“So we aimed for a nice, in-between place that’s sophisticated and 
elegant, with character and personality.” 

The house, a spartan new build, needed a double dose of all that, 
and more. Braff started by bringing in an eclectic mix of rugs and 
furnishings that “feels unpretentious and relaxed,” grounding a space 
that was awkward, shiny, and brand-spanking-new. “Whenever I do 
a house like this one, I always try to add layers to it so that it doesn’t 
feel cold,” she says. “Even if it has just been built, a home still needs 
to be welcoming and warm.” Indeed, the dining room’s bright, ochre-
colored China Seas for Quadrille wallpaper and coral-hued Indochine 
dining chairs, further amplified by a set of dazzling blue porcelain, 

Old-World Appeal
The entryway 
(opposite) features 
an antique settee 
accented with 
pillows in Clarence 
House and Meg Braff 
Designs fabrics. In 
the family room (this 
page), a Lee Industries 
sofa covered in a Les 
Indiennes fabric from 
Quadrille is offset by 
coral-red Christopher 
Spitzmiller table 
lamps. A suite of 
vintage rattan chairs 
surrounds a game 
table. See Resources. 

Orange, most 
people would agree, is  
a very bold hue—some



june 2017    cottagesgardens.com    hc&g xx104 hc&g    cottagesgardens.com    june 2017

The  
otherwise quiet, 
sun-drenched 
weekend home  
is awash in  
“summery colors, 
but nothing  
too beachy”

Pleasure Principles 
(this page) The 
library’s armchairs are 
upholstered in Alan 
Campbell’s Ferns 
fabric from Quadrille; 
the roman shades 
are made from 
Pindler & Pindler’s 
Garfield in Maize. 
In the dining room 
(opposite), an iron 
Isadora chandelier 
from John Rosselli 
& Associates hangs 
above a vintage 
table and Indochine 
dining chairs from 
Red Egg. China Seas 
for Quadrille’s Lyford 
Trellis covers the 
walls. See Resources.
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A n eclectic mix 
of rugs and furnishings 
“feels unpretentious  
and relaxed,” grounding  
a space that was  
awkward, shiny, and 
brand-spanking-new

Village Green
A chandelier from 
Stardust Modern 
Design hangs above 
a Saarinen table and 
Selamat Designs chairs 
in the circular breakfast 
room (opposite). In 
a guest room (this 
page above and near 
left), matching Lee 
Industries headboards 
are upholstered in a 
Raoul Textiles linen; the 
bed coverings are by 
Jane Wilner Designs 
and the drapery fabric 
is Lee Jofa’s Bengal 
Bazaar. The wall 
covering in the powder 
room (this page far left) 
is Meadow Reed by 
Meg Braff Designs. See 
Resources.
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“ We aimed for a nice, in-between place that’s  
sophisticated and elegant, with character and personality”

immediately grab the eye, although Braff keeps things in check with a 
jute rug, used here and elsewhere in the house, which she favors for its 
durability and natural look. In a high-traffic summer house, she says, 
“jute works so well, and it’s so easy to replace.”

Jute plays an equally important role in the circular breakfast room, 
where a floral green wallpaper spans the length of the wall, accentuat-
ing the natural greenery outdoors, visible from ample windows. In 
the library, more jute and materials such as brass, steel, and stone add 
sparkle and warmth, alongside a pair of vintage rosewood chairs with 
cushy goat-hair upholstery and a Harrison–Van Horn cocktail table.

While still maintaining her vibrant color scheme, Braff dialed 

it back a bit in the private quarters, where she installed mint-green 
headboards in a guest room and a Tiffany blue paint from Benjamin 
Moore and a blue-and-cream linen from Lisa Fine Textiles in the mas-
ter bedroom. The bedrooms are undeniably restful retreats, but more 
often than not, Braff’s clients and their guests find themselves con-
gregating in the family room off the kitchen, which features a cheery 
mix of raffia on the walls, linen Lee Jofa curtains, and Christopher 
Spitzmiller lamps. “Daylight flows through this room nicely, making it 
a relaxing space to hang out in if you want to,” says the decorator. “But 
that’s what’s so great about the house. Everyone has his or her own 
corner, which makes it a place everyone wants to be in!” ✹

Secret Sanctuaries 
The master bedroom 
(opposite) includes a 
Cox Manufacturing 
bench upholstered in 
Brunschwig & Fils’ Le 
Zebre Caramel linen 
and a Lisa Fine Textiles 
print on an armchair 
and the bed frame; 
the coverlet is from 
Satori Fine Linens. The 
outdoor loggia (this 
page) features Palecek’s 
President’s lounge 
furniture upholstered 
in Lulu DK’s Harlow in 
Mist. See Resources.


