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“Walking the grounds, often in the early mornings, I find 
Rowan Oak a place of quiet contemplation, and yet it 
is also much else. It is a place to witness the seasonal 
beauty of the plants, a living museum and repository of 
historical garden plants, and a reflection of a writer’s  
relationship to his personal land.“ 
—Ed Croom, The Land of Rowan Oak
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REEL MASTERS: CHEFS CASTING ABOUT WITH 
TIMING & GRACE
By Susan Schadt, Susan Schadt Press, $45 
Follow Southern chefs like John Besh, John Currence, Kelly 
English, and Chris Hastings as they share their love of the wa-
ter, along with amazing recipes from the spoils of their days. 
Corn and Shrimp Salad with Tasso, Smoked Trout Dip, and 
Fried Bass are just a few of the amazing dishes.

THE LAND OF ROWAN OAK: AN EXPLORATION 
OF FAULKNER’S NATURAL WORLD
By Ed Croom, University Press of Mississippi, $35
Botanist Ed Croom provides a poetic look at the flora and 
fauna of Rowan Oak through images captured over 13 years. 
Faulkner’s surroundings were an influence on his writings 
and in this collection of 130 photographs, the grounds of his 
home and the adjoining woods capture the beauty of it all.

THE DECORATED HOME: LIVING WITH STYLE 
AND JOY
By Meg Braff, Rizzoli International Publications, $45 
Mississippian and renowned interior designer Meg Braff 
shares the perfect elements and fundamentals of how to style 
a home to exude cheer while creating a formality that is ac-
cented with charm and comfort. 

LIKED: WHOSE APPROVAL ARE YOU LIVING FOR?
By Kari Kampakis, Thomas Nelson, $14.99 
Growing up as a teenager girl has always been hard. Today, 
in the social media-infused lives they lead, it’s much tougher. 
Southerner Kari Kampakis shares insightful and Christian-
based advice on how they can better navigate the perils and 
pitfalls associated with having an online life. 

PRUNING LIKE A PRO: BROWN THUMB TO 
GREEN THUMB
By Jeff McManus, plantingtogrow.com, $25 
Ole Miss has long been honored as one of the most beautiful 
college campuses in the country. The university’s director of 
landscape services, Jeff McManus, shares the best tips and 
advice for pruning to rid plants of damage and encourage the 
beauty within each planting.

PELICAN ROAD
By Howard Bahr, University Press of Mississippi, $25 
Meridian native Howard Bahr’s newest novel delves into 
the past life of the great Southern railroad. Artemus Kane, 
a brakeman on the railway, leaves his love in New Orleans 
headed for Meridian, a route known as “Pelican Road.” This 
journey will, however, will change his life and the life of the 
conductor, Frank Smith.


