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Spanish moss does not drape languidly from the trees surrounding this
Locust Valley, Mew York, home, Massive antebellum columns support no
grand plantation pediment. But onee inside, the air of Southem gentility
is unmistakable, "1 chose her partly because she was Southern.” savs the
Atlanta-raised homeowner Mettrie Lari of her interior designer, Meg Bradf,
whao originally hails from Tupelo, Mississippi. “1 knew when 1 was referencing
what I liked that she'd get that—like the blue ceiling in the sunroom, which
is what they do to the poreh ceilings in Chareston, South Carolina”

Before Brafl ever entered the picture, there was the issue of the house
itself. Mettrie had been living with her hushand, John Lard, in a Manhattan
townhouse for years, As they hit their mid-30s, with a toddler daughter
and a son on the way, the need for relocating became clear. John, a real es-
tate developer, was borm and raised on Long Island, and since his company
was hased there, it seemed the obvious choice, So he ealled local architect
and fricnd Towny Gray and started house hunting,

Gray and John proved a proficient team. With his experience in the busi-
ness, Mettnie savs, "My hushand brought a lot of knowledge to the table. He
helped me understand what was an easy, quick fix when we were looking
at houses and what would be hand or really expensive to do” Gray made
things even clearer by shetehing out renovition possihilities for cach of the
houses they visited.
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Left A Louls=stybe cane-back chair and Gustavian
sofa impart old-world charm to the lving roam
Below The original ranch home now telearaphs
classic Greek Revival elegance. Opposite The lving
1o0rm s hearth-side spating balances upholstered
comfort with Ewropean touches such as sunburst
sContes, an antigue imesicnt mantel, anda
French seaside painting by Barbara Estes, the
homeowner's mathes
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This Photo Slate flooes and a beaded-board ceiling painted
- blue—reminiscent of Charleston. South Carolina, porches—
impart a relased, beschy feel, The bald mixof pattems adds .'
~eomglexity to an essentially casual rcom. Oppesite The dining.
msfngl:hhml-ﬂhldmﬂmumhkm e
a documentary paper [ repiica of & histodic patten], sy
intesior diessgnr Meg Braff, “similar to damask, with df Inc
groat graphicimpact, but younges” The rusg, from the coupla’s
first home, *keeps the room from being too monochomatic.”
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Though they looked at many homes, the one they eventually: bought
wins the first plice they saws Tonan odd twistof e, Gray had renovited that
very strueture somie 15 vears earlier, giving the dreary 19503 ranch a stately
Greek Revival visage, What initially made the Lards unceriain were interior
touehes the former owners had gdded in the 19905,

The fower, for instance, boasted a slate floor (now marble) and an omate
metal banister (now wood ), The entranee to the dining moom was Hanked
by columns, and the living room was ringed in faney crown molding,
hoth of which are now history. A dome ceiling in the entry hall also went
away. Finally, Gray reworked the back of the house, adding & mudroom off
the garagme and a goest apartment with a home office above it, brnging the
sgpuane footage to 5,500, A new back hall connects them all.

For the interiors, Bradl sy, “Mettrie wanted a warm and gracious
Southern feel that mixed old and new?” Mettrie found pitch-perfect inspi-
ration in a Savannah residence that had been featured in Renooation Sigle,
coinecidentally, “Whenever 1 felt we were veering away,” she savs, =1 would
always come back to those pictures.”

Mettrie loves hot weather and the beach and wanted to be reminded of
that, even in winter, as well as of childhood summers in the =outh of France
with her grandmaother. Having grown up around the South bright, airy
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Left A irestlo table [rather than a four-leg version]
makes it easher fo slide into the banguette, Coral
prints mspined the color scheme in the family area
Bedow Marbée counters and white paink transfoemed
thie dark kitehen. Opposite Braff reupholstend
existing fumiture in bright fabrics. An olioman's
soft edges are safe fod the family's 1-year-old
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interiors appointed with meworn antiques, Beadl koew bow tooapproach
this, “What we did with the core of the Tunse,” she savs, “was lightening,

freslening, and voiting — taking ot elements that we found distecting”
lew Blues and Beight ibwics coreied the seaside vibe throaghout 1w
puiblie: rooms, Eumopean furmitore forms—gilded sunburst scomees and
mirrer, chairs with Freneh Lowis sillomettes, and o Gustavian-like sola in
the livieg room, T instanee —and French landscapes painted by Motteics
mother, Barbar Fstes, adelisd the Pran encal mbiencee. These were mised
with nphobstenad picees W blend old-sardd distinetion with modem comfaet,

The mirmele of the project—aside from the siv-month star-to-finish
comstruction and decoration schedule—is Tow aceptly it sidesteps clichiés,
Praomisk wonld have Been an understandable choice For the dining room
walls. Yot Brafls hand-printed English paper alanees that petterns lovel
of sophistication with a younger graphic punch. The entry Ball effectively
roferenees an antelellom frover, But the absence of rugs, steppazl erown
maldings, or patterned wallpaper gives it a pared-down simplicity maore in
lieer withy Reshinys el absout formal entertaiming, And while the sunreom
ceiling might be “Charleston poreh™ Blue, its oois ol Swedish-Tike florsls and
Fou worsd-grain fabric feels enticely musdem,

The homes appesing influenos—XNorth versus South aned traditional
wersits contemporary —work together inoasurprisingly: harmonious way.
“Uhe whole howse strikes a balance,” Brafl savs,
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Meg Braff, above.

Renovition Style editors get thoughts
on furniture from interior designer

lff-. e gievws prevfier fo staret from serofoh
where fiurnishings are concerned?

<= Why throw good furmiture sway?
We used evervthing, The family room
furniture, the dining chairs, and the

livimg room bar all came from the Laris
tewmhonese. We just renpholstencd some
and repurposed other pieces. The old
elining room table, tor example, is now the
diesk in Johms home office,

Lo Mone elsel georee aneleaged Elese fiernisfiings
_.h-.lj" Hhe Rt e rs 'f.lu;fnrfﬂ#_ﬁrrn f-.ll:.llf.:r
«—= The furniture in the family aeas

i commercial-grade, =00t can take o
Iwestinge *Uhie chairs are washabbe eollon,
anad 1 lnminated the banguette fabric, The
incloor-onleoor camel is very forgiving,
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Above Left *l wanted a calm, peaceful atrmaspheste in out
bedroom.” says homeowner Mattrie Lari, Baf respanded with

sengng ooladon and bats of comfpedable uphalstered picces
Fainting the tray ceiling white maca it all baight and airy
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The Plans, Before & After

Thee homes latest renovation (it lad been converted Trom a
mneh 15 vears before) involved reworking and expanding a
back hallway and constructing o mudroom 1o connect the
mvain hause to the garage, as well as building an apartment
over that garge,

BEFDRE
- In the master

swibe, the bath

wag neconfigured

fo accommodate a
second tub by rmaving
the yanity (o the
facing wall nest to
the commode, whera
befare there had been
& shewer stall

= Along, nammow office
abuitting the famiy
roeT ‘wiks reduced in
size to allow access
fo & new back hill
and now s8ves a8 a
planyroom fod the kids
A i o e e bulle
Al | e faragy

AFTER

A remie aprtorsenl
above the garpe
handles tha evirflow of
fu.:ql, el wisiling tamily
ard guests inits teo
lbedranems, as well as
ensures their privacy
ared that of the Las
family

T forpee s slate floor
wak tipped up to lsy
anew white marhle
one with black mashle
Insats, ant the enate
Forped-tion Banistet
ikl replng e with

A wooteh ore

thal Icoked less
cstentatious and maore
classically elegant

A budl-in banquetie
in the wide-oper
family room rak
tha sqace fesl mar
anthaied and creatos
an appealing place for
casual family meals

S0 souare feel
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W inier ot

- Then girage waed fo
cannect ta tha
house via wlong
outdoor porch. it is
nEw Accessibie
from the indoors
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