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Jewel Box
The small, square dining room  

became more interesting architecturally 
thanks to the lattice wallpaper  

and chairbacks. Braff used a glass tabletop 
to give the feeling of more space in the 

room. The chandelier is a local find.  
“When you walk down the vias in Palm  

Beach, these chandeliers are used  
in the corridors,” she says. “It is so old  

Palm Beach; they’re fabulous!”

Photographed by  
thibault jeanson

Mississippi native Meg Braff adds  
classic color and charM to a  

palM Beach house just a Block off  
of the faMed Worth avenue

punch
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ears Before  
she knew she’d one day  
decorate the house, designer 

Meg Braff visited it twice 
with a Realtor. She loved the space and 
the location—just off Palm Beach’s  
celebrated Worth Avenue—but it 
wasn’t right at the time. “I’d go over 
with the Realtor and just fantasize 
about the house, what I loved, what  
I’d change,” she says. One day, the 
designer got a call from a homeowner 
who had seen and admired her work  
in magazines. “I didn’t know her, but 
she gave me the address of her Palm 
Beach house, and it was the same one 
that I’d been to before. It was total 
fate.” As chance would have it, Braff 
also discovered that the home had  
once belonged to the grandmother of 
one of her dear friends. 

Braff’s approach to the house was 
one that she’d had a lot of time to think 
about. She wanted to maximize flow 
and space, make it as “Palm Beach”  
as possible without giving in to tired  
clichés, and fashion a getaway that 
didn’t take itself too seriously. 

There are the Palm Beach  
signatures—trellis and lattice, cool 
blues and light greens, seagrass rugs, 
and coral accents. As such, the house 
reflects what Braff is all about. She 
grew up in Mississippi, lives in New 
York, and designs houses all over the 
world, always referencing a sense of 
place within each environment. “Let 
the house—where you live and how you 
live—guide your first decisions,” she 
says. “Any decoration must be true to 
you and the house, first and foremost.”

star Power
Braff brought all of her favorite things  

together in the living room—a  
sunburst mirror over the mantel (“I love  

the shape. I have so many starburst  
brooches,” she says), chunky bullion  

fringe on the sofa, ocean-inspired  
prints on the upholstered chairs,  

sculptural Frances Elkins side chairs, a  
seagrass carpet, and a big clipped  

ficus tree to bring in nature.

Y
palm beach, florida
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MoDerN faMIlY
The grass cloth-covered  

family room has a contemporary  
edge, with seagrass furniture,  

a collection of steel-framed sea fans,  
and a David Hicks Saxony carpet  
on the floor. “In warmer climates,  
I tend to do less upholstery. This  

furniture has the right look without  
being too heavy. It’s also nice  

to mix in natural materials, such as  
seagrass, rattan, and wicker to  

keep it light,” says Braff.

palm beach, florida
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fresh lINeNs
The master bedroom gets a restful  

treatment with clean color—in the sea fans 
over the headboard and the print on  

the windows and bed skirt. “The shades are  
what we refer to as a London shade—softer  

than a roman but not as heavy as a  
balloon. They’re great because they wrap 

around the frame, and you cannot  
see the mechanisms, which is sometimes  

an issue,” says Braff.
Cool suMMer Blues

The coastal color palette, with its pretty periwinkle and tropical chartreuse, are soft references to Palm Beach style.  
The white-painted chinoiserie étagères hold collections of blue coral. Braff used a large handled tray as a collecting spot for books and  

magazines. Wall-to-wall carpet keeps the space quiet and cozy, making it an escape from the activity of the house. 

PlaYINg gaMes
In one corner, hand-painted lattice bamboo chairs pull up to a linen-wrapped games table. “We probably incorporate at least one piece  

of linen furniture into every project. It adds texture and color if you paint it. I just love the look of it in almost any form,” says Braff. Glass doors 
open onto the pool terrace; when the weather is right, family and friends can sit inside or out to take advantage of the verdant scene. 

palm beach, florida
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toIle ChIC
An aesthetic departure from the rest of the house, 

the Brunschwig & Fils toile-covered guest  
bedroom is a retreat unto itself. Its painted bamboo 

chandelier is a vintage find. “This room is just  
off the living room,” says Braff, “and I wanted it to 

quietly fade away.” Rather than compete  
with neighboring spaces, this room feels like its 

own private suite.

Will you share an  
entertaining lesson you 

learned as a child? 
When I was 5 or 6 years old,  

I would help my mother  
set the table for her dinner 
parties. She would set one 

place, and then I would 
complete the others. We 

love to collect dinner  

services and flatware. I still 
can’t pass up a pretty set of 

vintage cocktail napkins! 

What is your take  
on indoor plants? 

I love having something 
green and alive in a room. It 
makes the room feel lived in. 

We love the lattice you 
used in this house. Is it a 

Palm Beach thought? 
Lattice is timeless. It is used 
in so many different forms 

and can be just as brilliant at 
Old Westbury Gardens  

[in New York] in the loggia 
as in a more tropical setting. 

It can be used to create 
drama in a room, hide  

architectural flaws, or to just 
“pretty up” a space. I love 
bamboo chairs, too, and  

I think that bamboo can be 

used in a formal English 
Regency setting as well as in 

a resort home.  

 What inspires you about 
art that you collect? 

I think having a range of 
pieces is important. I love 

watercolors, and I try to buy 
them whenever I find a  

really beautiful one. It’s nice 
to have pencil sketches of 
your family or something 
personal to mix in. I just 

framed a large sketch of my 
four boys in Lucite for a 

more modern feel. An oil 
painting or two gives great 

presence to a room. 

Will you share your  
decorative influences? 

I do love movies that  
capture a different time in 

history. Dinner at Eight is 

fabulous. I also love  
all of the fantastic house 

details in Gosford Park and  
in Downton Abbey. The  

Vizcaya Museum in Miami 
has the most beautiful  

tilework and grotto. Edith 
Wharton’s home, The Mount, 

is a treasure in Lenox,  
Massachusetts. I spend most 
of the summer in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and there are 

some beautiful historic 
homes now maintained by 
The Preservation Society  

of Newport County.  
The Elms is one of my  

favorites, and the Chinese 
Tea House at Marble House 

is an architectural folly  
that should be visited by  
anyone with a passion  

for Asian design. 

a chat with meg braff

Landscape architect  
Mario Nievera surrounded 
the patio with a palette of 
crisp greens to complement 
the bright blue pool. 

palm beach, florida


